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Accra climate forests discussions yield few results

Despite 1,600 people convening in Ac-
cra, Ghana, from 21-27 August 2008
for a meeting under the auspices of the
UN Climate Change Convention, lit-
tle progress was made. The talks were
part of a series of meetings leading up
to the December 2009 deadline for an
agreement on a climate framework post
2012. The main focus of these talks was
to continue to exchange ideas and clarify
key elements of the Bali Action Plan.!
Forests were discussed in various forums
as well as at a special workshop on Re-
duced Emissions from Deforestation and
Degradation (REDD).

Parties focused primarily on accounting
methodologies for forest management,
although they were unable to find any
agreement even on how to define a for-

est. Canada and others described the
need for “forward-looking baselines to
factor out natural disturbances, age-class
legacies, and indirect human-induced im-
pacts.” This was taken by many to mean
they were looking for ways to continue
logging, while benefiting from credits.
The conclusions® show that parties will
continue their considerations on defini-
tions, modalities, rules and guidelines in
Poznan, December 2008.

The inclusion of REDD and other pro-
posal to avoid deforestation in a possible
future agreement remains uncertain. The
positions of the majority of NGOs (ex-
cluding some conservation organisations)
and Indigenous Peoples Organisations
are converging in their demand that any
agreement should be based on recognition

of local communities and indigenous peo-
ples rights and the principles of the UN
Declaration of Indigenous Peoples’ Rights
and relevant text from the Convention on
Biological Diversity.” Although some par-
ties expressed frustration that there were
not sufficient opportunities to discuss
REDD issues after the workshop, it seems
certain that future talks will feature more
prominently on the agenda of the Ad Hoc
Working Group on Long-term Coopera-
tive Action, especially in Poznan. FERN
has created a section on its website www.
fern.org with worthwhile background

information for the REDD debate.?

1. hetp://unfecc.int/files/meetings/cop_13/application/
pdf/cp_bali_action.pdf

2. http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2008/awg6/eng/111.
pdf

3. htep://www.fern.org/campaign_area_extension.

heml2clid=6&id=4232

Cautious optimism at Ghana VPA launch

On 4 October 2008, the EU and the
Government of Ghana signed a binding
agreement that may prove fundamental
to the EU’s fight to control illegal log-
ging and Ghana’s fight to ensure that its
timber sector serves national development
aspirations. The agreement enforces the
requirement for communities to provide
written consent before logging takes place
on their land. It also commits Ghana to
a participatory review of forest policy,
regulation and institutions. FERN and
the Forest Watch Ghana (FWG) coalition
see the agreement as an important step
towards democratic forest governance,

reduced deforestation and less conflict
over resources.

After three years of negotiations, Ghana
is the first country to sign an agreement
with the EU. Other countries currently
negotiating agreements are Cameroon,
Congo Brazzaville, Indonesia and Malay-
sia. The Ghanaian agreement sets a good
standard for future agreements because
it has been developed with reasonable
participation of civil society and clearly
recognises communities’ rights over their
land and resources and the need for forest
law reform.

In a press release issued by FERN and
FWG,' they call upon the EU to ensure
any new agreements have the full support
of civil society groups. They also state that
all agreements must fulfil the European
Council’s stated goal to strengthen the
land tenure and access rights of margin-
alised rural communities and indigenous

peoples.

1. Available at www.fern.org

Stop Press: Liberia has adopted
its new community rights law.
For more information see next
issue or contact saskia@fern.org
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NEWS IN BRIEF

The UK Renewable Fuel Agency (RFA)
has for the first time published data on the
supply of biofuels under the Renewable
Transport Fuel Obligation.! The RFA re-
quires suppliers to submit monthly reports
on sustainability and other issues and they
cleatly show that the UK market is dominated
by imports. In May/June only 29 per cent
of biofuels met the “environmental stand-

ards” that had been developed by the RFA.

1. http://www.renewablefuelsagency.org/reportsand-

publications/RTFOreports.cfm

In a decision that has surprised NGOs
and governments alike, a Dutch judge
ruled that local authorities are allowed to
demand timber with an FSC-label in public
tenders. The case was brought by a non-
certified Dutch timber company against the
local council of Boskoop which requires
FSC-certified timber in all its projects. The
judge ruled that the council’s requirement
was not unreasonable and that the local
authority did not need to accept alternative
equivalents to I'SC. The reason given was
that it is easy for building companies to get

an FSC certificate.

Indigenous leaders questioned the World
Bank’s climate change approach at the 16
September 2008 Global Forest Leaders Fo-
rum on Forests and Climate Change, hosted
by the World Bank. They insisted that indig-
enous peoples living in forested regions of
the world must be included in climate change
negotiations that shape policies pertaining to
their forests. Not only will schemes to save
forests fail if indigenous peoples are ignored,
they will also be the first to suffer from the
impending ecosystem collapse that industrial

societies are creating.

www.fern.org

Proposal to control illegal timber postponed again

A coalition of European NGOs includ-
ing FERN, Friends of the Earth, WWE,
Greenpeace and Global Witness have
written to President of the European
Commission, Mr Barroso to express their
deep concern about the postponement of
a legislative proposal to control imports
and use of illegally sourced timber in
Europe.! It had been expected that the
regulation would have been published
on 10 September 2008, but sources sug-
gest that the Finnish timber lobby were
unhappy with the proposal and urged the
Commission to delay the process again.
A large part of the timber industry is

however very supportive of legislation,
including the European Hardwood Fed-
eration (UCBD). In a letter to Stavros
Dimas, Commissioner for DG Environ-
ment,” they stated “This legislation could
send an important signal to other non
EU countries, that illegal logging and
related trade is not acceptable within in-
ternational markets”. It is therefore disap-
pointing that President Barroso seems to
have listened to some rogue elements in
the timber industry and again postponed
the legislative process.

1. Letter available at www.fern.org
2. Available from saskia@fern.org

Ongoing struggles in Liberia

A coalition of Liberian NGOs has pub-
lished a briefing outlining their concerns
with the current forest law reform proc-
ess.' In it they describe the Government
of Liberia’s 2006 decision to reform the
forest sector as the beginning of a decisive
break with the notorious past. They go on
to say however that there are now indi-
cations that the reform process is failing
and the forest sector is gradually slipping
back into old ways of doing business. In
order to break this downward spiral, the
NGO:s call on the Forestry Development
Authority to stop the process of issuing

timber licenses and reflect on lessons
learnt from ongoing efforts to reopen
the logging industry. The NGOs fear
that otherwise the country is headed for
another cycle of widespread illegal log-
ging. One of the first steps forward could
be for the government to echo Ghana’s
process of negotiating a VPA with the EU.
Unfortunately, although the government
expressed its interest in December 2007
the steps necessary to make this a reality
have yet to be taken.

1. Available at http://www.loggingoft.info/media/arti-
cles/article_642.pdf

The true cost of monoculture tree plantations

On 21 September 2008, groups around
the globe will hold actions to demon-
strate the negative environmental, social
and economic impacts that large-scale
monoculture tree plantations have on
local communities.! As part of this, the
World Rainforest Movement will present
a foresters statement to the UN FAO on
22 September, signed by over 100 forestry
professionals from 15 countries, explain-
ing that plantations are not forests. The
current FAO definition of a forest does
not make any distinction between a natu-
ral forest or a monoculture tree planta-
tion, thereby providing misleading data
on deforestation and forest degradation.

In a response to the climate crisis, EU
institutions wrongly tend to support the
increase of large-scale tree plantations for
the production of treethanol (biofuels
from trees.) FERN believes that rather
than focusing on biofuel from wood, the
EU should seriously look into the use of
European wood biomass for electricity
generation and heating. A discussion
paper on this will be available from the
FERN website next week. More informa-
tion on the EU’s position on biofuels is
also available from the FERN website.

1. Information on these impacts can be accessed at www.
WIm.org.uy.

2 htep://www.fern.org/media/documents/document_
4245_4246.pdf



