Cologne, Germany: June 9, 2004 12:00pm

STOP PLANTAR!

Brazilians at Cologne Expo Protest World Bank “Carbon Trade” Project

Anger at Support for Destructive Industrial Plantations

Brazilian peasant and trade union representatives staged a vocal protest outside the Carbon Market Expo opening today in Cologne at the Cologne Conference Centre, Germany. The protesters unfurled a banner reading “STOP PLANTAR” to demonstrate their opposition to a World Bank-supported industrial tree plantation project in Minas Gerais they say is damaging Brazilian livelihoods, and diverting attention from the real solutions to climate change. The Brazilians represent communities negatively affected by industrial plantations in Minas Gerais, that the World Bank is supporting through the CDM. 

The project, called Plantar, claims carbon credits through the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) for temporarily storing carbon in trees. Industrialised countries can use these credits to meet their Kyoto Protocol emission reduction targets instead of actually reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Plantar is being developed by the World Bank’s Prototype Carbon Fund (PCF) on behalf of governments and corporations – including INSERT YOUR COUNTRY – who will receive a pro rata share of the credits the project will generate. 

“We have been fighting against the destruction caused by industrial tree plantations in our country for years”, said Juarez Teixeira Santana of the Rural Workers Trade Union of Bocaiúva in Minas Gerais. “Yet now we are being told that these destructive projects are ‘clean development’ projects that protect the climate. They are neither. Brazil needs investment in truly sustainable technologies that create employment and improve conditions for the poor – not more industrial tree plantations, and certainly not Plantar”. 

The Brazilian protesters also distributed a letter signed by 143 Brazilian organisations and individuals to the Executive Board of the CDM, urging them to exclude projects like Plantar. An advisory panel to the CDM has already recommended that projects like Plantar be rejected. The Board will consider the recommendation at its meeting starting June 12. 

“The Bank claims that the PCF focuses on renewables
, but these projects are mostly window-dressing for an agenda that includes financing industrial plantations”, said Ben Pearson of CDM Watch. Plantar’s “carbon sink” plantations would generate nearly twice as many carbon credits up to 2012 as the PCF’s eight renewable energy projects combined
. 
“Our action today is in solidarity with our Brazilian colleagues who are facing the reality behind the hype about carbon trading” said Jutta Kill from SinksWatch. “Far from being sustainable development or climate protection, projects like Plantar entrench social inequality and environmental destruction, and do nothing to stop climate change”. 

For more information in Cologne:

Juarez Teixeira/Grace Borges dos Reis: +49 (0)176 29405925

Jutta Kill, SinksWatch: + 49 (0) 1754905167; Ben Pearson, CDM Watch:+49 (0)1711118453
� PCF annual report 2003: “The primary focus of PCF projects is on renewable energy technologies such as wind, small hydro and biomass….”


� Plantar = 4.2 million credits. PCF 8 renewable energy projects = 2.2 million credits. The renewable figure does not include hydroelectric power projects above 10MW and does not include a waste incineration project in Mauritius. It does include the electricity generation component of the Durban, South Africa landfill project. 





